
  

Minutes 
Communities Connect Membership Meeting 

Friday, August 14, 2009  
Call in # 1-712-580-1800, Access Code:  484397 

 
Jesus Hernandez, Community Choice Healthcare Network; Patty Hayes, WithinReach; Holly Greenwood & Kristen 
West, CHOICE Regional Health Network; Kerri Lenderman & Jackie Saul, Whatcom Alliance for Healthcare 
Access; Lisa Podell, Kids Get Care; Brooke DuBois, Benton-Franklin Community Health Alliance; Ralph 
DeCristoforo, Community-Minded Enterprises; Diane Morton, Skagit Valley Hospital 

Meeting Objectives 
• Update on Community Collaborative Grant  
• Update on Basic Health 
• Identify next steps for legislative strategy 

Agenda 
Topic 

(Desired Outcome) 
Purpose Leader 

Introductions and Agenda Review 
 

Info Jesus 

2009 – 2010 Legislative Development 
• Community Health Collaborative Grant Program  

o Meeting with HCA 
 

Kristen and Holly had a very informative meeting recently with the Healthcare Authority (HCA) 
about the Community Collaborative grant program.  Jonathan Seib from Governor Gregoire’s 
office also participated; he expressed the governor’s support of the program and noted that 
community collaboratives are a means for WA to build its name on a national level as being 
ready for healthcare reform.   HCA representatives at the meeting, Jan Olmstead, Loly Reyes-
Gonzalez, Nancy Anderson and Dennis Martin, had reviewed Communities Connect’s 
recommendations for the grant program and indicated they plan to fund larger projects with 
programs that have demonstrated proven outcomes.  HCA is currently developing the grant 
process and hopes to issue funds in October or November. 
 

HCA also expressed interest in funding a more formal Communities Connect infrastructure.   
They would like Communities Connect to provide technical assistance and play a significant role 
in building new community collaboratives across the state.  HCA funds could be used for a 
Coordinator position or for technical assistance consulting fees.  These funds could also serve as 
an opportunity to obtain matching funds from other organizations such as Group Health. 
 

Jesus has also promoted Communities Connect to HCA as a statewide network that can help to 
promote healthcare technology. He feels healthcare information technology is a natural extension 
of Communities Connect’s traditional work to promote healthcare access. 
 

• Friends of Basic Health Plan 
Patty serves on the Friends of Basic Health Plan Committee, a coalition of organizations 
concerned about the survivability of the Basic Health Plan (BHP).  This group is made up of 
representatives from health plans, hospital associations, church councils and community based 
organizations.  Currently there are 87,000 individuals enrolled in BHP, a reduction in prior 
numbers due to attrition and removing those dually eligible for Medicaid.  The current BHP 
waiting list has over 41,000 people.  The Friends of BHP group is conducting targeted meetings 
with legislators and their staff and working to ensure those being switched from BHP to Medicaid 
do not have gaps in coverage.   Molly Belozer from Community Health Plan is the lead for 
Friends of Basic Health Plan.  Patty noted that a lot of information is being exchanged through 
this group, including lists of disenrollees.  It was decided that she will forward only meeting 
minutes and calls to action to Communities Connect membership, but anyone who would like 
more information can contact Jackie or Patty.    
 

• Planning for 2010 Legislative Agenda 
The Executive Committee has discussed at length Communities Connect’s level of involvement 
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in the 2010 Legislative session due to both statewide and organizational budget limitations.  The 
majority of Holly’s time spent on legislative efforts in the past few years has been donated by 
CHOICE.  The Executive Committee would like to determine what Communities Connect can 
realistically accomplish without continuing to rely on CHOICE for Holly’s time.  Current 
membership dues are not sufficient to pay for Holly’s time, and any funding from HCA could not 
be used for lobbying efforts.  Holly feels $10,000 is needed to adequately fund her time spent on 
legislative work.  She noted that Community Choice has made a sponsorship pledge of $5,000 
and CHOICE may be able to pledge $1,000.  Today’s group, as well as the Executive 
Committee, agrees it is critical to continue to have a presence at the legislature and serve as a 
resource to elected officials. 
 

Ralph suggested seeking federal funds aimed at coalition building, similar to funding WACMCH 
has used for WCOMO.  Holly noted there is funding available from HRSA but if Communities 
Connects pursues federal funding it should first look at becoming and independent 501(c)(3) 
organization.  Today’s group agreed now is a good time to begin this process to position 
Communities Connect in a leadership role in implementing healthcare reform in Washington. 
 

In summary, today’s group agreed it is important for Communities Connect to maintain a 
legislative presence although priorities have yet to be established.  Additionally, the Executive 
Committee will continue to explore infrastructure and 501 (c)(3) status over the coming months 
and report back to membership.  Funding and sustainability will be taken into consideration.  It 
was agreed that a formal referendum should be presented to the full membership, although 
everyone on today’s call agreed to the plan.   
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Jesus 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HCCY  
Lisa informed the group of a new HCCY committee formed to address access issues, specifically 
ensuring children are able to get to providers.  The committee is investigating if there are 
sufficient providers (including dental) and that there are sufficient incentives for providers, such 
as reimbursement rates.  Lisa extended an invitation for interested Communities Connect 
members to join the committee, which includes representatives from medical plans, providers 
and one representative from a community organization.  Lisa would like to see more community 
representation on the committee.  The meeting frequency and time commitment is unknown, 
although Lisa feels it will be sporadic and no more than once a month.  The meetings will take 
place in Seattle with a phone in option.  Lisa will send out more information.   
 

Information Lisa 

Administrative 
• Executive Committee Retreat 

o Review of work to date 
 

Minutes from the last Executive Committee retreat were sent out with today’s packet.  There 
have been 2 meetings so far and a third is planned for later this month.  Issues being addressed 
include the organizational budget, sustainability, legislative agenda, work plan, spring 
conference, expanding membership and increasing revenues.    

 

Update Jesus/ 
Exec 
Comm 

Review of Next Steps: 
• Next General Membership Meeting:–  September 11, 2009 
• Adjourn 

 

 Jesus 
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